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The court made first for Prome, to which the Prome-
Min, theKing's second son,had goneahead. That
town lay just north of the delta of the Irrawaddy.
As it was within reach of the Tartars, no halt was made,
the flotilla entering the maze of waterways of which
the delta was composed and dropping down to Bassein,
the headquarters of the elder prince's fief. Here a tem-
porary palace was under construction and the court
moved in when it was ready. As far as attack by the
Tartars was concerned, they were as safe, moated by
dozens of creeks running in every direction through
marsh and jungle, as if they had reached another
country. The Tartar cavalry could not get within two
hundred miles of them.

News gradually filtered in from the north. The Tar-
tar army advanced on Pagan, which was looted and
burnt. A pursuit down the river was organised, but
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